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Hi, I'm Lydia...and I share your passion for Collage and Mixed Media Art and
your desire to learn more about composition.

In the beginning of my journey into the world of collage and mixed media
art, a universe of possibilities and creative expression opened up to me. 

I quickly realized that not only the selection of materials, but also all the
composition of the individual parts plays a crucial role in 
the final result. Despite my curiosity and inquisitiveness, 
the existing literature was often too theoretical 
and abstract for me.

My real learning came from doing - from 
countless hours of experimentation, failure 
and success. This practical work showed me 
that there are principles that, once 
understood and applied, can significantly 
improve the quality and 
meaning of a collage.

My goal is to help you get there much faster 
by putting together information, 
practical tips and inspiration into one guide.

My greatest hope is that you will enjoy 
the artistic creation process and find your own 
personal way of expressing yourself.

Ready? Let's dive in!
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Colour is the language of emotion in art, and understanding its value is

paramount to creating compelling compositions. Colour value refers to

the lightness or darkness of a colour. By strategically incorporating a

range of values into your collage and mixed media work, you can create

depth, contrast and mood.

Imagine a collage featuring a bright, vibrant flower against a dark, muted

background. The strong contrast in colour value immediately draws the

viewer's eye to the focal point - the flower - creating a sense of drama and

intensity. By experimenting with different colour combinations and value

contrasts, you can evoke different emotions and guide the viewer's eye

through your artwork.

In collage and mixed media art, where different materials and textures

come together, color value helps harmonize these elements to create a

cohesive yet vibrant piece.

This section explores the use of color value and its potential to enhance

collage and mixed media artwork.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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Color Value
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Creating depth and dimension

One of the primary uses of color value in collage and mixed-media art is to add depth

and dimension. By varying color values from light to dark, artists can simulate light

sources and shadows, creating the illusion of three-dimensionality on a flat surface. For

example, placing darker values on the edges of objects and lighter values in the center

can make elements appear rounder and fuller.

Achieve balance and harmony

Balancing color values throughout a piece can unify disparate elements in collage and

mixed-media art. Artists often use a mix of high and low values to create areas of

interest that guide the viewer's eye across the artwork. A balanced use of color values

ensures that no single element overwhelms the others and maintains harmony within the

piece.

Convey mood and emotion

The choice of color values can significantly affect the mood and emotional impact of

artwork. Darker values often evoke feelings of mystery, sadness, or introspection, while

lighter values can convey happiness, openness, and serenity. By carefully selecting and

combining different values, artists can create collages with a desired emotional tone.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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Practical Tips for Using Color Value
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1. Enhance visual impact

Masterful use of color value can make a collage or mixed-media piece more

visually striking. High contrast between light and dark areas attracts attention

and can make certain elements pop, creating a focal point. Artist Henri Matisse's

cut-outs are a brilliant example of how bold color contrasts create vibrant

compositions that capture the viewer's eye.

2. Enhanced depth perception

Effective value contrast allows artists to create the illusion of depth on a flat

surface. This technique is beautifully demonstrated in the work of Romare

Bearden, whose collages often use varying hues to suggest distance and form,

adding complexity and richness to his scenes.

3. Emotional Resonance

Artwork that skillfully employs color value can resonate more deeply with

viewers, eliciting emotional responses and creating a lasting impact. 

The subtle use of values can evoke feelings of serenity or unease, depending on

the artist's intentions, making the artwork more engaging and memorable.

Color value is a powerful tool in the collage and mixed media artist's toolbox. It

allows for the creation of depth, balance, and emotional depth within artwork.

Understanding how to effectively manipulate color value can elevate an artist's

work from simple compositions to complex, evocative creations that captivate

and inspire viewers. 

Whether creating contrast, balancing elements or evoking mood, the strategic

use of color value is essential to achieving both visual harmony and expressive

power in art. 

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles

www.lydiarink.de | page 4

What you can achieve

https://lydiarink.de/


www.lydiarink.de  | page 5

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles

Layering is the process of building a collage piece by piece. It 's

not just about stacking elements on top of each other; it 's about

thoughtful placement that contributes to the overall story or

emotion of the piece. 

Layering adds dimensionality and visual interest to your

compositions, inviting viewers to explore the depths of your

creation.

With each layer, consider how it interacts with what's already

there - does it complement or challenge? For example,

translucent layers can create a sense of mystery, while opaque

layers can make bold statements.
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Start with a foundation

The first step in layering is to create a strong base. This base

layer sets the tone for the entire piece and can be anything from

a simple wash of color to a textured fabric. It 's important that

this layer is secure because it will  have to support additional

layers.

Adding depth with mid-layers

Mid-layers are where the artist begins to add complexity. This

can include more specific images, such as photographs or cut-

outs, and textural elements, such as lace or leaves. The key is to

consider how these layers interact with each other and with the

base layer, both visually and thematically.

Explore the use of translucent or semi-transparent materials to

create subtle variations in layering. Incorporating elements with

varying degrees of opacity can add visual interest and complexity

to your composition.

Finishing with Top Layers

Top layers often contain the most delicate or detailed elements,

such as thin paper, lightweight fabrics, or fine paint details.

These layers can be used to unify the piece by drawing the

underlying layers together into a cohesive whole. They can also

be used to create contrast or highlight specific areas of the

artwork.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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Practical Tips for Layering
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1. Visual depth and complexity

Layering can transform a flat surface into a dynamic visual

landscape. Each layer adds its own dimension, creating a sense of

depth that draws the viewer's eye into the artwork. 

2. Textural Richness

The variety of materials used in layering contributes to a rich textural

experience. Textures can range from smooth and shiny to rough and

tactile, adding a physical dimension to the artwork. 

3. Narrative and Meaning

Layering allows artists to embed multiple narratives within a single

piece. Each layer can represent a different story or idea, with the

overall composition bringing these elements together into a cohesive

narrative. 

Layering in collage and mixed media art is a technique that offers

endless possibilities for creativity and expression. It allows artists to

build their work in ways that add depth, texture, and meaning,

transforming simple compositions into complex explorations of visual

and thematic content. 

Whether through the careful selection of materials, the strategic

placement of elements, or the blending of narratives, layering is a

powerful tool that can elevate a work of art from the ordinary to the

extraordinary.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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Differences

Variety is the spice of life, and it 's also the secret sauce of successful collage

compositions. Incorporating differences in size, color, shape, and texture

adds dynamism and energy to your artwork and prevents monotony and

stagnation.

A large, smooth element next to a small, textured one creates visual tension

that engages the viewer. These contrasts can evoke emotion and symbolize

concepts. For example, rough textures can represent turbulence or chaos,

while smooth textures can convey calm or order. The key is to balance these

differences so that they contribute to a unified composition.

By celebrating diversity within your compositions, you can convey complexity

and nuance, and stimulate curiosity and imagination.
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Size Variations

Experiment with varying the size of elements within your composition to

create visual interest and hierarchy. Combining large, bold shapes with

smaller, delicate ones can add depth and dynamism to your artwork. 

Color Contrasts

Explore contrasting colors to create vibrancy and visual impact within

your composition. Pairing complementary colors or using contrasting

hues can create a sense of drama and energy that draws the viewer's

eye. 

Shape Diversity

Play with a variety of shapes and forms to create dynamic compositions.

Experiment with geometric and organic shapes, combining angular and

curvilinear forms to create visual tension and balance. 

Texture Interplay

Incorporate a mix of textures and materials to add tactile richness and

visual depth to your artwork. Experiment with smooth and rough

textures, glossy and matte surfaces, to create sensory experiences that

engage the viewers on multiple levels.

Practical Tips for Using Differences
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1. Visual Variety and Complexity

Embracing differences in size, color, shape, and texture allows artists to create

compositions that are visually dynamic and multi-dimensional. The interplay of

contrasting elements adds depth, richness, and complexity to artwork, inviting viewers

to explore the layers of visual information within the composition. 

2. Emotional Resonance

Differences in size, color, shape, and texture can evoke a range of emotions and

responses from viewers. Whether through the use of bold color contrasts, varied

textures, or unexpected shapes, artists can create artwork that resonates with viewers

on a visceral level, sparking curiosity, emotion, and contemplation. 

3. Conceptual Depth 

Differences in size, color, shape, and texture can convey deeper conceptual meanings

and themes within artworks. By strategically juxtaposing disparate elements, artists can

explore concepts such as contrast, balance, harmony, and tension, inviting viewers to

consider the underlying ideas and messages embedded in the composition.

The beauty of collage and mixed media art lies in its embrace of difference-the bold

play of size, color, shape, and texture. These elements are more than just

compositional choices; they are the essence of an artwork's identity and impact.

By strategically incorporating variation and contrast into their compositions, artists can

create artworks that are visually compelling, conceptually rich, and emotionally

resonant. Whether by creating visual variety and complexity, evoking emotional

responses, or conveying deeper conceptual meanings, differences add depth, dynamism,

and vitality to artworks and invite viewers to engage with the composition on multiple

levels.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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While differences add interest, repetition brings unity and coherence

to your collage compositions. Repetition of shapes, colors, motifs, or

themes creates rhythm and harmony, guides the viewer's eye, and

reinforces visual connections.

Imagine a collage in which circular motifs recur throughout, echoing in

different sizes, colors, and textures. This repetition creates a visual

rhythm that ties the disparate elements together into a cohesive

whole. 

Through strategic repetition, you can create patterns and motifs that

resonate with viewers, fostering a sense of familiarity and cohesion.

The trick is to use repetition without becoming monotonous; each

instance should feel purposeful and engaging.
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Identify Key Elements

Begin by identifying motifs, shapes, colors, or textures that you

want to repeat throughout your composition. These elements

will  serve as anchors that unify the artwork and create a sense

of rhythm. 

Strategic Placement

Experiment with the placement and arrangement of repeating

elements to create visual interest and balance. Vary the scale,

orientation, and spacing of repeated elements to avoid

monotony and create dynamic compositions. 

Create Visual Patterns

Use repetition to create visual patterns and themes in your

artwork. Whether it 's a recurring geometric shape, a repeating

color palette, or a thematic motif, repetition reinforces the

overall concept and message of the artwork.

Practical Tips for Using Repetition
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1. Visual Harmony

Repetition of color, shape, and texture can create visual harmony and coherence within

a composition. By repeating certain colors or shapes throughout the artwork, I  can

create a unified visual language that ties the disparate elements together into a

cohesive whole. This visual cohesion enhances the overall aesthetic appeal of the

artwork and creates a sense of balance and order.

2. Directed Attention

Repetition can also be used to direct the viewer's attention and emphasize important

focal points within the artwork. By repeating certain colors or shapes in strategic areas,

I can create visual cues that draw the viewer's eye and guide their exploration of the

composition. This helps to create a more engaging and immersive viewing experience, as

viewers are naturally drawn to areas of repetition within the artwork.

3. Textural Richness

Repetition of texture can add tactile richness and visual interest to artwork. By layering

and repeating different textures, I  can create a sense of depth and dimension within the

composition. This textural variation adds complexity to the artwork and invites the

viewer to explore the surface and engage with the artwork on a sensory level.

Repetition is an essential element of art that, when used in collage and mixed media

art, goes beyond simple pattern making. By strategically repeating certain elements

within a composition, artists can create artwork that is visually compelling, thematically

rich, and emotionally resonant. Whether by creating visual cohesion, directing attention,

or reinforcing thematic elements, repetition adds depth, rhythm, and unity to artworks

and invites viewers to engage with the composition on multiple levels. Embrace the

power of repetition in your creative practice and watch your collage, abstract collage,

and mixed media art come to life with newfound vibrancy and vitality.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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At its core, collage art is about making connections -

between disparate elements, ideas, and emotions.

Whether through juxtaposition, symbolism, or narrative,

making meaningful connections within your compositions

elevates them from mere assemblages to profound works of

art.

Connections can be visual, such as lines or colors that lead

from one part of the collage to another, or conceptual, such

as a series of images that together tell a story. These

connections help keep your collage from feeling disjointed;

instead of a random collection of pieces, it becomes a

cohesive whole.

By fostering connections within your compositions, you can

add layers of meaning and resonance to your art, inviting

viewers to engage on both an intellectual and emotional

level.
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Layering with Intention

Start by layering your materials with intention. Each layer

should add to the visual depth, but also to the story you're

telling. Consider how the textures, colors, and shapes of

each layer interact and build upon each other.

Color Coordination

Use color to create connections throughout your artwork.

This could mean repeating certain hues throughout the

piece or using complementary colors to visually link

different sections visually.

Textural Bridges

In mixed-media art, texture can serve as a powerful

connector. Replicating textures in different parts of your

artwork can unify different materials and make them feel

part of the same world.

Conceptual Linking

Beyond the visual aspects, the underlying concepts or

themes can also serve as connectors. Make sure that

each element you incorporate somehow reflects or adds

to the central idea or emotion you want to convey.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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1. Unity and Cohesion

By connecting disparate elements, you can create a sense of unity and cohesion in

your artwork. When elements are visually, thematically, or conceptually related, they

contribute to a harmonious composition that feels cohesive and integrated. This unity

enhances the overall impact of the artwork, drawing viewers in and allowing them to

appreciate the piece as a unified whole rather than a collection of separate parts.

2. Depth and Complexity

Connections between elements can add layers of depth and complexity to your

artwork. By incorporating a variety of textures, colors, shapes, and materials that

interact with each other, you can create visual interest and intrigue. Viewers are

encouraged to explore the different components of the artwork, discovering new

details and meanings with each observation. This depth and complexity engages the

viewer on multiple levels, fostering a deeper appreciation for the artwork and its

underlying themes.

3. Narrative and Meaning

Creating connections between elements allows you to convey a narrative or explore

deeper meanings within your artwork. Each element can contribute to the storytelling

process, whether through symbolic imagery, contextual associations, or thematic

resonance. By carefully selecting and arranging elements that relate to the central

theme or concept of your artwork, you can create a rich narrative that invites viewers

to interpret and engage with the piece on a deeper level. 

Connections are a powerful technique in collage and mixed-media art. By establishing

relationships between different elements within a composition, artists can create

artwork that is visually compelling, emotionally resonant, and conceptually rich.

Whether through narrative depth, emotional resonance, or conceptual exploration,

connections add depth, meaning, and intrigue to artwork, inviting viewers to engage

with the composition on multiple levels.

Collage Composition - 5 Key Principles
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The most important step is to keep creating and experimenting.

The more you practice and explore, the more your skills and style

will  develop.

Experiment and explore:  Collage and mixed media art is a versatile

medium with countless techniques and styles to explore. Try new

materials, subjects, and concepts to push the boundaries of your

creativity and develop your skills.

Share your artwork:  Decide where and how you want to share your

collage. You can post it to social media platforms like Instagram,

Facebook, or Pinterest, or share it with friends and family via email

or messaging apps.

Get feedback:  Share your artwork with others and ask for

constructive feedback. Join online art communities or local art

groups to connect with fellow artists who can offer valuable insight

and encouragement.

Network and collaborate:  Connect with other artists and

collaborators who share your interest in collage. Collaborative

projects can lead to new ideas and expand your artistic horizons

Imagine finding all of this in one place!
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I  want to help you grow.

That's why I created the Art & Inspiration Community.

My mission is to help everyone find their own way to develop their art practice and

grow as an artist by providing insight, ideas, support and inspiration. I  believe that

when we let go of limiting beliefs and embrace our true potential, we can create

amazing art.

The Art & Inspiration Community is like a creative buffet filled with different courses,

tutorials, tips, tricks and inspiration to choose from whenever you have time to create.

But also a place to meet peers where you can ask questions and get feedback.

Sometimes members think they have to consume everything, but you can't eat

everything on the buffet. And sometimes you are more hungry than other times! 

The main difference is that our content doesn't spoil if you don't consume it!

      Here are the details and the LINK to sign up.

We're really excited to bring this to you. 

Jump in today!
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I'm Lydia, a visual artist working and living in Duisburg,

Germany. Creating something completely new from

deconstructed images, letters and prints, is an ongoing

intuitive visual experiment for me.

The source materials for my collages and artist books are

found paper, vintage paper, monoprints, and all kinds of

homemade decorated paper. I’m inspired by the material

itself and I ask myself: “How can I connect the pieces?”

Since I was a child, I have always loved to create and recycle

things.

To have an intuitive approach, I like to work spontaneously

and try to avoid overthinking.

I like to work with different materials but paper is one of my

favorite materials to work with.

www.lydiarink.de 

Visual Artist

Lydia Rink
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Let’s Stay In Touch!

       Hang out in our Facebook group. Get stuck in, ask questions and

       share your art work with us. Come see where we hang out.

       Check out my videos on YouTube where I share insights, tips and inspiration.

       Join the "Art & Inspiration Community".

        The A&I Community is packed with everything you need to get started

        and enhance your art.

        Weekly inspiration, tutorials, online courses, Q&A sessions and more.

        Become a member

https://www.instagram.com/_lydiarink_/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/LydiaRinkArt/_created/
https://www.facebook.com/Lydia-Rink-1719481524819345
https://lydiarink.de/contact
https://lydiarink.de/
https://lydiarink.de/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/collageexplorerswithlydiarink
https://www.youtube.com/@LydiaRinkArt/videos
https://lydiarink.de/lp-art-and-inspiration

